
Pragmatics 
M.A. Reading List 

Spring 2008 
(Prepared by César Félix-Brasdefer 

 
Topics: 
Speech act theory, implicature, deixis, interface (pragmatics-semantics; pragmatics-syntax; 
pragmatics-prosody), presupposition, politeness theory, variational pragmatics (sociopragmatic 
variation) 
 

Books 
Austin, J. L. (1962). How to do things with words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University  
 Press. 
Bravo, D., & A. Briz (Eds.) (2004). Pragmática sociocultural: Estudios sobre el discurso  

de cortesía en español. Barcelona, Spain: Ariel. (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 10) 
Briz, A. (2001). El español coloquial en la conversación. Barcelona: Ariel. (Chapter 2, 8) 
Escandell Vidal, V. (1996). Introducción a la pragmática. Barcelona, España: Ariel. 
Green, G. (1989). Pragmatics and natural language understanding. Hillsdale, NJ:  

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
Fitch, K, & Sanders, R. (2005). Language and social interaction. Lawrence Erlbaum  
 Associates. (Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 
Huang, Y. (2007). Pragmatics. Cambridge: CUP.  

Lakoff, R. & Ide, S. (2005). Broadening the horizon of linguistic politeness. Philadelphia:  
   John Benjamins. (Introduction and Part 1 [3 articles], Part III (Mendoza). 
Leech, G. (1983). Principles of pragmatics. New York: Longman.  
Levinson, S. (1983). Pragmatics. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.    
            (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 6) 
Márquez Reiter, R. and M. E. Placencia. (2005). Spanish pragmatics.  Palgrave/Macmillan.  
Mey, J. (2001). Pragmatics: An introduction. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 
Placencia, M. E. & C. García (Eds.) (2007). Politeness in the Spanish-Speaking World. 

Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Earlbaum Associates. [Chapters: Introduction, 1-4, 13, 14, 15] 
Schiffrin, D. (1994). Approaches to discourse. Malden: MA: Blackwell. (Chapters 2, 3, 6,  
     7, 10) 
Scollon, R., & S. Scollon. (2001). Intercultural communication. Malden, MA:  

Blackwell. (Chapters 3, 4) 
Searle, J. R. (1969).  Speech acts. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Thomas, J. (1995). Meaning in interaction. An introduction to pragmatics. New York:  

Longman. 
Vanderveken, D., & Kubo, S. (2002). Essays in speech act theory. Amsterdam: John  

Benjamins. (Chapters 2, 4) 
Watts, R. (2003). Politeness. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
Watts, R., Ide, S. & Ehlich, K. (2005). Politeness in language. Second edition.  
  (Introduction by Watts) 
Wierzbicka, A. (2006). English: Meaning and culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

(Chapters 7, 8) 
Wierzbicka, A. (2003). Cross-cultural pragmatics: The semantics of human interaction.  

New York: Mouton de Gruyter. (Chapters 1, 2, , 3, 5, 6) 



Articles 
 

Barron, Anne (2005). Variational pragmatics in the foreign language classroom. System  
      33(3), 519-536.  
Caffi, C. (1999). On mitigation. Journal of Pragmatics 31, 881-909. 
Chodorowska, M. (1997). On the polite function of me entiendes? Journal of Pragmatics  

28, 355-371.  
Chodorowska-Pilch (1999). On the polite use of vamos in Peninsular Spanish. Pragmatics  

9.3, 343-355.  
Fant, L. (1996). Regulación conversacional en la negociación: una comparación entre  

pautas Mexicanas y peninsulares. In: T. Kotschi, W. Oesterrreicher & K. Zimmerman 
(eds.), El  Español Hablado y la Cultural Oral en España e Hispanoamérica (pp. 147-
83).(Vervuert-Iberoamericana).   

Félix-Brasdefer, J. C. (2006). Linguistic politeness in Mexico: Refusal strategies 
 among male speakers of Mexican Spanish. Journal of Pragmatics 38(12): 2158- 
 2187. 
Felix-Brasdefer, J. C. (2007). Natural speech vs. elicited data: A comparison of natural and  
    role play requests in Mexican Spanish. Spanish in Context, 4(2), 159-185. 
Grice, P. H. (1975). Language and conversation. In P. Cole & J. Morgan (Eds.), Syntax  
 And semantics 3: Speech Acts (pp. 41-58). New York: Academic Press.  
Hernández-Flores, N. (1999). Politeness ideology in Spanish colloquial conversation:  
    the case of advice. Pragmatics 9, 37-49.  
Horn, L. (1988). Pragmatic theory. In F. Newmeyer (Ed.), Linguistics. The Cambridge  
 Survey, v. 1. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Horn, L. (1984). Towards a new taxonomy for pragmatic inference: Q-based and R-based  

implicature. In D. Schiffrin (Ed.), Meaning, form, and use in context: Linguistic 
applications. Washington: Georgetown University Press.  

Kasper (2006). Speech acts in interaction: Towards discursive pragmatics. In K. Bardovi- 
Harlig, C. Félix-Brasdefer, & A. Omar (Eds.) (pp 281-314). Pragmatics and Language 
Learning, vol. 11. UniversNational Foreign Language Resource Center. University of 
Hawai'i at Manoa. 

Kasper, G. (1990). Linguistic politeness. Journal of Pragmatics 14, 193-218.  
Koike, D. (1994). Negation in Spanish and English suggestions and requests: Mitigating  
 effects? Journal of Pragmatics 21, 513-526. 
Koike, D. Vann, R., & Busquets, J. (2001). Spanish no, sí: Reactive moves to perceived  
   face-threatening acts. Journal of Pragmatics 33, 879-899.  
Lakoff, R. (1973). The logic of politeness; or minding your p’s and q’s. Papers from the  

9th Regional Meeting of the Chicago Lingusistic Society, 292-305. Chicago, IL: Chicago 
Linguistic Society. 

Locher, M., & Watts, R. (2005). Politeness theory and relational work. Journal of  
 Politeness Research, 1, 9-33. 
Sacks, H., Schegloff, E., & Jefferson, G. (1974). A simplest systematics for the  
  organization of turn-taking in conversation. Language 50(4): 696-735. 
Sbisà, M. (2002). Speech acts in context. Language and Communication, 22, 421-436.  
Schiffrin, D. (2006). ). Discourse. In R. Fasold & J. Connor-Linton (Eds.), An  

Introduction to Language and Linguistics (pp. 169-203). Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Searle, J. R. (1977). A classification of illocutionary acts. In A. Rogers, B. Wall, & J.  
Murphy (Eds.), Proceedings of the Texas Conference on Performatives, Presupposition, 
and Implicatures (pp. 27-45). Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=IssueURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235955%232005%23999669996%23605361%23FLA%23&_auth=y&view=c&_acct=C000055082&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=1848530&md5=297c71751df01a538ba71c7d3d5e15f4


Searle, J. R. (1975). Indirect speech acts. In P. Cole & J. Morgan (Eds.), Syntax and  
 semantics 3: Speech Acts, (pp. 59-82). New York: Academic Press.  
Spencer-Oatey, H. (2005). (Im)politeness, face and perceptions of rapport: Unpacking  

Their Bases and Interrelationships. Journal of Pragmatics Research, 1, 95-119. 
Travis, C. (2004). The ethnopragmatics of the diminutive in conversational Colombian  

Spanish. Intercultural pragmatics 1(2): 249-274. 
Watts, T. & M. Locher. (2005). Politeness theory and relational work. Journal of  

Politeness Research 1, 9-33. 
Wilson, D. & T. Wharton (2006). Relevance and prosody. Journal of Pragmatics 38, 1559- 
   1579. [see related articles in this special issue] 
 
 


