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Learning Objectives

ÁDefine Culturally Responsive Practice

ÁUnderstand Journey toward Cultural 
Responsivity

ÁCultural Competence

ÁCultural Patterns of Behavior

ÁEffective Practices

ÁInstructional Strategies

ÁPositive Learning Environments



What is Culturally
Responsive Practice?

ÁCulturally responsive practices are specific 
educational practices, instructional strategies, team 
processes, and curricula content which have been 
established by research to increase the achievement 
of culturally diverse students. 

ÁWe are culturally responsive when we adjust how 
we teach to the needs and experiences of our 
students. 

ÁAlign with research on effective instructional 
practices. 



Journey Towards 
Cultural Responsivity

Cultural 
Responsivity

Cultural 
Competence

Effective 
Practices



Cultural Competence is 
Developmental

ÅDenial
ÅPolarization

ÅMinimization

ÅAcceptance

ÅAdaptation
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How does one respond to 
cultural difference?



Instructional Practices of 
Culturally Responsive Educators

ÁBuild connections between academic 
ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ backgrounds

ÁStudents feel empowered

ÁHigh expectations set

ÁActivities for higher order thinking

ÁCooperative and collaborative learning 
activities

ÁAuthoritative classroom management style



Becoming a Culturally Responsive Educator

ÁUnderstand the Impact of Culture on 
Learning

ÁHow does behavior vary across cultures?

ÁIncrease toolbox of culturally connected 
instructional strategies

ÁDevelop positive relationships with students



Cultural Patterns of Behavior

ÁHow does behavior vary across cultures?

ÁWhat are culturally specific traits that one might 
use as a guideline for observation and 
understanding?

ÁConsider:

ÁCommunication Style

ÁResponse Style

ÁProcessing Style

ÁSocial Interaction Style



Examples of 
Cultural Patterns of Behavior

ÁCommunication Style
ÁFrankness of manner
ÁExpressive

ÁResponse Style
ÁBack channeling
ÁEye contact

ÁProcessing Style
ÁPersonal cues
ÁTop Down

ÁSocial Interaction Style
ÁCooperative 
ÁSocial distance 



Culturally Connected
Instructional Strategies

Call and response

Cooperative Learning

Differentiated Instruction

Cognitively Guided Instruction



Call-and-Response

ÁCall-and-response is a type of interaction 
between speaker and listener(s) in which the 
statements ("calls") are emphasized by 
expressions ("responses") from the 
listener(s), in which responses can be 
solicited or spontaneous.

Foster(2002).


