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Timothy van Gelder wins Queen Elizabeth IT Award

Timothy van Gelder, assis-
tant professor of philoso-
phy and core member of
the IU Cognitive Science
Program, has been recog-
nized by the Australian na-
tional government for his
work on the nature of the
mind. He has been granted
a Queen Elizabeth II Fel-
lowship.

The fellowships are in-
tended “to encourage re-
search in Australia by
young postdoctoral gradu-
ates of exceptional promise
and proven capacity for
original work,” according
to a statement by the Aus-
tralian Research Council.
Scholars anywhere in the
world are eligible, but the
winners must do their re-
search at an Australian in-
stitution during the period
of the fellowship.

Starting this summer, the
fellowship will allow van Gelder to con-
centrate on research. In addition to a
salary, he will receive research expenses
for five years. He plans to spend most of
that ime at the Australian National Uni-
versity in Canberra, but will return to IU
for one semester each year.

The main focus of Tim’s current work,
which he will continue during the pe-
riod of the fellowship, is the philosophi-
cal foundations of the dynamical con-
ception of cognition. For decades
cognitive science has been dominated by
a particular model of human thought
processes, namely that provided by the
digital computer. The computational
approach has, however, encountered a
wide range of problems. Recently cog-
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nitive scientists have increasingly been
turning to dynamical systems theory and
dynamical modeling, a branch of math-
ematics that has been extremely useful
for describing many other aspects of the
natural world. For the first time, they
are beginning to see how cognition might
also be described using these same tools.
Indiana University is leading the world
in the mini-revolution within cognitive
science, with more important research-
ers in this field here than at any other
place. As a philosopher, van Gelder is
trying to describe the dynamical approach
to cognition, why it works, how it re-
lates to other approaches, and so forth;
in doing this he works closely with the
scientists themselves.

Van Gelder’s work on the
| dynamical approach to cog-
nition goes hand in hand
with his other work in the
philosophy of mind, which
is targeting the more gen-
eral Cartesian conception
of mind. Cartesians think
of mind as an inner con-
scious entity responsible for
producing intelligent be-
havior. The Cartesian con-
ception of mind makes the
computational approach to
our inner working seem
quite appealing, but is also
subject to various philo-
sophical problems. Follow-
ing Ryle and Heidegger,
van Gelder is trying to work
out an adequate post-Car-
tesian conception of mind,
one which fits well with
the dynamical conception
of cognitive processing,.

A native of Australia, van
Gelder received a BA with
honors from the University of Melbourne
in 1984. He got his PhD from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh in 1989 and joined
IU shortly thereafter. He has taught
many sections of P105 in addition to
philosophy of mind courses on both the
graduate and undergraduate levels. He
has also served as faculty-in-residence at
the Collins Living Learning Center since
1990. He is co-editing a book on the
dynamical approach to cognition with
Professor of Linguistics Robert Port.

Even though the department will miss
having Tim van Gelder around full-time,
we congratulate him on this prestigious
award and share the Australian
government’s faith in his potential as a
researcher.






