The Battle of Corydon: An Introduction

(From the “Indiana Magazine of History” June 1958, page 131)


Although Confederates and their sympathizers made various raids across the Ohio River into southern Indiana during the Civil war, the one lead by General John Hunt Morgan exceeded them all in size. Moreover, it caused more excitement, resulted in more property damage, and created more legends than did any of the other raids.


General Morgan’s cavalry division included approximately 2,400 troops when it arrived at the little Ohio River town of Brandenburg, Kentucky, on the morning of July 7, 1863. During the previous day advance scouts had captured two steamers, the “J.T. McCombs” and the “Alice Dean,” for use in crossing the river. Meanwhile, the Indiana Legion (Home Guards) and local volunteers called for reinforcement and girded for conflict.


On July 8 Morgan easily crossed the Ohio despite the opposition of the Indiana Legion and local volunteers. Proceeding northward against sporadic opposition form the Hoosiers, Morgan’s cavalry spent the night several miles south of Corydon and about ten miles from the Ohio.


Next morning, July 9, the Indiana Legion and the local volunteers fought the invaders at the Battle of Corydon, a mile or so south of the former state capital. Morgan’s cavalry were soon victorious and immediately marched into Corydon and looted the town, then headed toward Palmyra and Salem yet that afternoon.


































































